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Not A Burden

PUBLIC TAXATION AND
NEGRO SCHOOLS

Mr Charles L Coon of Wilson

North Carolina delivered an excel

lent address at the twelfth annual

Conference for Education in the

South at Atlanta Georgia last

April 14 15 and 16

Mr Coon gives statistics and facfs

cf the amount of money paid by Ne-

groes on taxable property and main

tains that the education of the Negro-

is paid by himself Mr Coon claims

that the Negro public schools in the

South are not a burden to the white

tax payers Mr Coon includes

eleven southern states which he

claims in 1900 contained

the 8840789 Negroes then living

in the United States or 814 per cent

try namely Virginia North Caro

lina South Carolina Georgia Flor

ida Alabama Mississippi Louisiana

Texas Arkansas and Tennessee In

these eleven states the total popula

tion in 1900 was 18975665 of which

U77391 were white and

First In order to find out wheth

crer the Negro public school is a

burden on the white tax payer in

these states it is necessary first of
all to ascertain what these states are
spending for public schoolsboth white
and colored The latest reports of

the several departments of education

indicate that these eleven states are
now spending about 32068851 for
elementary and secondary public

education This sum represents every

item of expense and is just slightly

more than Pennsylvania spends
for the same purpose This
tjBfcnt millions Jess than

fork States spent for public

education in 1907 and not quite
twice as much as Massachusetts spent
in 1906 The wealth of these eleven
Southern States is approximately
twelve billion dollars while New

York State has property worth
billions Massachusetts five bil

lions and Pennsylvania eleven and a

half billions
Second The South is spending

32068851 on her public schools
both white and black but what part
of this sum is devoted to Negro

schools which must serve at least
40 per cent of her school popula
tion It is not possible to answer
this question with absoute accuracy
But it is possible from the several

State reports to find out the whole
amount spent for teachers and in all

the States except Arkansas what
was spent for white andNegro teach

ers separately The aggregate sum

now being spent for public school

teachers of both races in these eleven
States is 23856914 or 744 per
cent of the whole amount expended-

Of this sum not more than 3818705
paid to Negro teachers or 12

per cent of the total expenditures
And here let me call your attention
directly to the fact that nearly three
fourths of our total public school ex-

penditures are for teachers but that
Negro teachers receive only 12 per
cent of the total expended while
white teachers receive 624 per cent
Tt is also evident that the

for Negro teachers is by far
the largest item of expense of the

public schools
the Virginia report the

amount paid to Negro teachers is not
given but the number of Negro
teachers and their average salary is
given In the Tennessee report the
average salary of all teachers and the
number of Negro teachers is given
The amount credited to Negro teach
ers is therefore likely too large The
amount credited to Negro teachers in
Arkansas is based on the average

and enrollment in the Negro
schools In all calculation the Negro
teachers are credited with such
amounts as the face of the reports
indicate Investigation would un-

doubtedly lower the figures of some
States

Third But aside from the ex
pense of Negro teachers what is the
additional cost of the Negro public
schools This additional cost cannot
be accurately determined from the
data now available But SoutH Caro
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lina Florida Alabama Mississippi

and the

total cost of Negro schools In these

States the additional cost of Negro

schools above the cost of teachers is

as follows South Carolina 13 per
cent of total expenditures Florida

53 per cent Alabama 15 per cent

Mississippi 42 per cent Texas 22
per cent These figures indicate that
between 2 and 3 per cent of the total

expenditures for public schools in the

South is being devoted to the Negro
schools above the cost of Negro
teachers This means that about

917670 is to be added to the cost of

Negro teachers to get the entire cost

of the Negro public schools in the
South The aggregate cost of the
Negro public schools is therefore
near 4736375 or 148 per cent of

expenditures The significance
of these figures is that while the Ne-

gro race has at least 40 per cent of
the children to educate not quite 15

per cent of the money expended on
public education is being devoted to
their schools

Fourth It is generally assumed
hi the discussion of the cost of the
Negro public schools that the white
race bears all the cost or nearly all

that the Negroes of the South are
truly the white mans burden when it
comes to paying bills for public edu
cation Much of this unseasoned
talk reminds me of the North Caro
lina farmer who was in the habit of
asserting on all occasions that he
could live and get along much better
if it were not for his large and op
pressive doctor bills But the doctor
declared at the next term of the
court on oath that this chronic com
plainer had not paid him a cent in
fifteen years and that he was the
only doctor in the community

And this brings me directly to the
main inquiry Is the Negro public
school of the South a burden on the
white taxpayer But here again
complete data with which to work
cannot he had However this ques
tion can be answered for Virginia
North Carolina and Georgia with
some degree of accuracy

First Is the Negro public school
of Virginia a burden on the white
taxpayer of that State a The
State Auditor for 1908 reports the
total assessed value of Virgina prop
erty at 702503778 divided as fol
lows Listed by white 521612627
or 743 per cent listed by railroads
and other corporations 155262815
or 221 per cent listed by Negroes
25628326 or 36 per cent Thus-

it will be seen that the State of Vir-

ginia does not assess 221 per cent
of its property as either white or
black This is a fact worth remem-
bering in any discussion of this ques
tion On page 14 Advanced Sheets
State Superintendents Report 1907
it is said that Virginia raised for
public schools during that year the
sum of 3473048 of which
2855871 was raised by State and

local taxation while 450000 was di
rectly appropriated out of the State
Treasury The income of the literary
fund was 60127 leaving the sum of

107050 raised from other sources
If we assume that the 450000 di

rectly appropriated to the schools
was raised by taxation then Virginia
raised by taxation for schools in

Bear with me then
while I set forth what I conceive to
be the part the Negro should have of
this school fund if we assume that it
is to be divided on the color line and
not on the basis of the actual needs
of the children to be educated-

b Property does not raise all
this Virginia school fund The Ne
groes pay something like 120000
school poll taxes after deducting in
solvents and commissions It is fair
to assume that some of the literary
fund income belongs to Negroes but
what part This fund is neither
white nor black It was not created
by white property Negroes consti
tute 36 per cent of the population of
Virginia and I take it they should be
given 36 per cent of the income of
the literary fund which amounts to
5 1649 The 10 cents State school
tax on Negro property after deduct
ing commissions amounted to at least

22500 more The 10 cents State
school tax on the 155262815 rail
road and other corporation property
would not in all fairness belong to

Texasfive Statesreport
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the white children Not many of us
I think would after the last few
years of agitation charge the rail
roads and other corporations with be-

ing altogether white J take it there-

fore that 36 per cent of the proceeds-

of the 10 cents State school tax Vir
ginia levies should be given the Ne-

gro schools This would add about

50000 more to the Negro school
fund

Now we must consider the 1913
760 raised by Virginia cities court
lies and districts M this sl m were
aH raised by property taxation and
we shall so assume then 36 per cent
of it was raised oii Negro property
221 per cent of it was raised on cor
poration property and the remainder
on white property The 36 per cent
raised locally on Negro property
would add 68895 to the Negi
school fund Then we shall have to
add 152259 more to the account
from the corporation property taxed
locally or 36 per cent of the total
amount raised on that kind of prop

Finally if the 450000 directly ap
erty
prqpriated to the schools was raised
by taxation then 36 per cent of that
sum belong to the Negroes school
fund also 36 per cent of 221 per-

cent of this 450000 raised on rail
roads and other corporation property

35802 respectively to the Negroes
These two items will add 16200 and
part of the school fund of Virginia-
not taking into account the balance
from 1906 or the fund raised from
other sources

Summarizing the Negroes part of
the school fund raised in 1907 will
stand as follows-

I have shown before that Virginia-
is spending only about 489228 on
her Negro schools If my figures are
correct then 18077 of the amount
which should be devoted to their
schools if we assume the race divi
sion of the funds does not reach the
Negro schools of Virginia I assume
that the Negroes part of the balance
from 1906 and their part fund
from other sources will cancel any
balance carried over from 1907 to
1908 so far as the Negro fund is

concerned
Second Is the Negro public

school of North Carolina a burden-
on the white taxpayer of that State-

a The total assessed value of
rll property in North Carolina is
5593485 33i divided as follows
Listed by whites 440669472 listed
by Negroes 21716922 or 37 per
cent Corporations 111098937 or
193 per cent

b The State Superintendent re
ports for 1908 the school fund as fol-

lows
I have shown before that North

Carolina is likely spending only
402658 on her Negro schools This

leaves 26539 of the North Carolina
fund which never reached the Ne
gro in 1908 But it may be object-
ed there is no account taken in this
calculation of the balance carried
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over from 1908 to 1909 It may be
further objected that these calcula
tions take no account of the fact that
local taxes are not levied on all the
property of the State under consid
eration but only on the property in
certain communities also that local
taxes are derived from polls as well
as property But the of the
amount calculated as due Negroes in
North Carolina will nearly provide-

I for the balance in question Local
I are generally Ifira rjfri J3

j richer communities and there Ne
i
groes own more property and there
is more corporation property than in

i poorer communities It will hardly
make much difference in the final re
suit if the actual facts were in hand
and the calculations made from them
As to the local poll taxes there is

j no injustice done in these calcula-
tions when it is remembered that the
local taxes are all considered as rais
ed on property The thing to remem
ber here is that the funds are not
all put into a common treasury and
distributed lIy calculations are
made as if such were the case The
practical result of such not being the
case would be that the funds for Ne
groes in this State would be largely
increased in many communities and
reduced in others Hence I conclude
that the Negro school is likely not a
burden on the white taxpayer of
North Carolina

Third Finally is the Negro pub
lic school of Georgia a burden on the
white taxpayer of that State

The total assessed value of all
property in Georgia is 699536879
divided as follows White 540073
885 Negro 25904822 or 39 per
cent corporation 123588172 or
191 per cent-

I have shown above that Negroes
actually received about 506170 of
the Georgia school fund of 1907 This
leaves 14168254 to the credit of the
Negro fund upon any fair race di
vision If we count the 4212682-
not accounted for in the school re
port and the Negroes part of the
balance carried over to 1908 and also
the Negroes part of th balance due
them from 1906 we shall still have a
comfortable sum over and above the
actual expenditures made for Negro
schools by Georgia in 1907 There
fore I think the Negro schools of
Georgia are not a burden on white
taxpayers-

I do not wish it understood how-

ever that I favor any such race di
vision of the public school funds as
I have suggested above My object-
is to show first of all that upon any
fair division of the present school
funds of the three States under con
sideration the Negro would likely
fare as well as he does at present in
the absence of any such division I
am confident whether my figures are
absolutely accurate or not that any
one who takes the pains to ascertain
the present sources of the public
funds of these States and then tries
to make a fair division of them be
tween the races will come to the con
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PARAGRAPHIC NEWS

Miss Gonevia B Maxfield
Mr Benjamin Davis the Editor

of The Atlanta Independent who has
been quite sick is now improving-

He has been under the professional-
care of Dr William F Penn

Professor Kelly Miller delivered-

an address in Atlanta Geirgia last
Tuesday

John R Early the alleged leper
has been dropped from the pension
rolls as he has been found to be en-

tirely free from any skin disease
which had been declared by eminent
physicians to be leprosy

The International Esperanto Con
gress has just adjourned in Barce
lona The next congress will meet
in this city August 1910 This years
gathering was attended by 1300 dele
gates representing 33 nationalities

President Taft has removed two
Supervisors of the Census one a Re
publican is succeeded by a Democrat
and the other case exactly vice versa

Policeman Kelly who did patrol
duty at the White House under Pres
dents McKinley and Roosevelt and

who was retired for disability died
the first of this week

A silver loving cup is being made
by a firm c local jewelers to be giv
en by the American Government to
the Emperor Menelik of Abyssinia
The gift is in the nature of a peace
token and the inscription has not yet
been decided on

The popular resort River View
which had been for white excursions
but more recently it had come under
colored management was set on fire
it is said causing a loss of 1000
The dancing pavilion was burnt en
tirely down

Mrs Russell Sage will give 500
000 to the Methodist Church provid
ed the Church raises a like amount
by January 1910 the total amount-

to be used in spreading the Bible
over the world

Hector Apollinaire a Negro was
recently admitted to the bar in Paris
He is the only Negro lawyer admit
ted to the bar in Paris

The colored people of Philadelphia-
are organizing an AfroAmericant-
own just outside of the city Land
has been purchased and many citi-

zens are migrating there The plac-
ei called Sham Hill

A bitter quarrel is raging between
white and black secret societies in
Atlanta Georgia due to the signing-
of a bill by Governor Brown prohib
iting the colored organizations from
using the same insignia ritualistic
works grips etc The case will be
taken into the state courts when they
are hoping to get justice

An industrial school as a memorial-

to Harriet Tillman Davis of the un
derground railroad has been propos
ed in Auburn New York

In Alabama a bill was offered in
the Legislature for keeping the Ne-

groes from holding office in that
state

Although more than 6000 was ex
pended last year in the Medical Col

lege of Howard University new ap
paratus and equipment amounting to

7000 has been added this summer
The average attendance has advanc
ed from 212 to more than 400

A Negro bank has just been open-

ed in Dallas Texas The directors
and principal are among
the most substantial people The
Bee wishes it much success

The Negro Development Company-

of North Carolina is planning to
have a semicentennial celebration of
the abolition of slavery and

will hold a Negro exposition in
Raleigh N C

Ninetyfive applicants for teachers
certificates from Montgomery coun
ty Alabama were last week notified
by the State Board of their success
Thirtyfive applicants were found de
ficient Fiftyone of the ninetyfive
successful appicants were Negroes

Mr Lloyd G a promi
nent citizen and lawyer of Chicago
and business agent for Tuskegee In
stitute died September 8 He was
the first colored lawyer in Illinois

Although the National Medical
Association has met and adjourned
among the things not to be forgot
ten were they were only allowed-

to visit white hospitals and not take
part in the clinics or operations to be
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performed The only hospital they
were allowed to perform operations-
in was the Plymouth the only one
controlled by colored men having

been founded some years ago by Dr
C N Garland Think of Bostonthe
Cradle of Liberty the home of
famous men and institutions Bet-

ter things were looked for there
ExMayor George Ward of

came out in a report asking
that the city authorities give the Ne
gro citizens their share of public
funds for school purposes
a strong plea for better colored
schools in Birmingham and said the
colored people are so intertwined in
the life and conditions of the South
that they must either be elevated by
the whites or the whites will be af-

fected injuriously by them through
bad health and sanitation Good
someone is understanding our cause
All things come to him who will but

waitDo
not fail to visit the Automobile

College managered by Mr Herbert-
D Myers located at 1509 Seventh
street northwest This young man
should be encouraged-

It is said the State of Georgia
puts innocent Negroes on the chain
gang and a big net income is the
result of this unmerciful practice
One hundred and fifty thousand
lars was cleared in one year by this
method of uncompensated labor

Have you read about the Lincoln
Memorial Building Company It
plans to build a colored theater Get
interested it is a good enterprise

WORK COMMENDED
Editor The Bee

In your issue of September 4 1905
there appears on the front page a

most interesting account of the
struggle of a young Negro MJr E
E Ward of Columbus Ohio front
poverty to success

You state in your editorials of the
same issue that you intend to con
tinue the publication of such articles

giving the achievements of our en

terprising and successful young men

in various parts of the country I
wish to commend you heartily on
such a stand and I feel that you will

gain more firmly and securely the
confidence of the public and your
many readers by giving them more

matter that is alike and that stands

for tangible results and achieve

ments We need such articles for
the inspiration of our rising youth

and your paper as a medium can

serve a noble purpose in making

known the real facts underlying the

struggles experiences and successes

of these striving and achieving

young Negroes

Mr Ward is a luminous example-

in the Transfer and Storage busi

ness and his success is duplicated

many times by Negroes who have

won the battle and succeeded in other
trades enterprises and professions-

In conclusion allow me to congrat
ulate you on the fine and interesting
cuts that accompany the article o-

Mr Wards life

Wishing you and your paper lift
bounded success

I am
Yours sincerely-

J Hillary Taylor

THE HELPING HAND CIRCLE
Tomorrow afternoon at 3 oclock

special services will be held in the

Metropolitan African Methodist

Episcpal Church under the auspices-

of the Helping Hand Circle

An elaborate program has been

prepared embracing an organ volun

tary by Professor Braxton an open

ing ode by the choir a short devo-

tional exercises by Dr John Hurst
Financial Secretary of the African
Methodist Episcopal Church a solo

by Miss Lula Tibbs and a sermon

by the pastor Rev 1 N Ross
A silver will be lifted The

proceeds will go to the Fall Rally
Fund

elusion that the Negro school not
very much of a white mans burden
in at least three States unless the
white man is ready to say that the
division I suggest is not a fair one

Continued on 4th page
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